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THE TEXT YOU ARE VIEWNG | S A COVPUTER- GENERATED OR RETYPED VERSI ON OF A
PAPER PHOTOCOPY OF THE ORI G NAL. ALTHOUGH CONSI DERABLE EFFORT HAS BEEN
EXPENDED TO QUALI TY ASSURE THE CONVERSI ON, |IT MAY CONTAI N TYPOGRAPHI CAL
ERRORS. TO OBTAIN A LEGAL COPY OF THE ORI G NAL DOCUMENT, AS IT
CURRENTLY EXI STS, THE READER SHOULD CONTACT THE OFFI CE THAT ORI G NATED
THE CORRESPONDENCE OR PROVI DED THE RESPONSE.

DATE: JAN 10 1979

SUBJECT: BACT Determinations for Power Plants Subject to
Revi sed NSPS

FROM Walter C. Barber, Director
Ofice of Air Quality Planning and Standards

TO.  Deputy Regional Admnistrator, Regions |-X

It has cone to ny attention that some confusion may exist relative to
the applicability of the proposed new source performance standard (NSPS) for
steam el ectric power plants to the PSD pernitting process. The PSD program
requires a determnation that new power plants enploy best available contro
t echnol ogy (BACT) which is defined on a case-by-case basis and can be no
| ess stringent than the applicable NSPS. Thus, for new power plants where
the proposed NSPS identifies the applicable standard, all PSD permt
deci si ons regardi ng BACT and application conpl et eness shoul d be nade to
reflect at least the level of stringency contained in this proposal

At the time of proposal Administrator Costle indicated that no fina
deci si on had been made as to the appropriate stringency of the standard and
that he would base the final rule on the record devel oped during the public
comment period. M. Costle further indicated that he was proposing the
stringent alternative, in part, because it would be easier to design down to
a less stringent pronulgation than it would be to design up to a nore
stringent standard. Accordingly, BACT decisions nade prior to promul gation
which require control equal to that contained in the proposal should be
reviewed against the final standard to determne if alternative (less
stringent) controls would be nore appropriate. O course, any nore
stringent standards required by the pronulgated rule would al so establish a
new t echnol ogy baseline for the rel evant portion of the BACT determ nation.

cc: D. Hawkins
Director, Air & Hazardous Materials Division, Regions |-X
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