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THE TEXT YOU ARE VIEWNG | S A COVPUTER- GENERATED OR RETYPED VERSI ON OF A
PAPER PHOTOCOPY OF THE ORI G NAL. ALTHOUGH CONSI DERABLE EFFORT HAS BEEN
EXPENDED TO QUALI TY ASSURE THE CONVERSI ON, |IT MAY CONTAI N TYPOGRAPHI CAL
ERRORS. TO OBTAIN A LEGAL COPY OF THE ORI G NAL DOCUMENT, AS IT
CURRENTLY EXI STS, THE READER SHOULD CONTACT THE OFFI CE THAT ORI G NATED
THE CORRESPONDENCE OR PROVI DED THE RESPONSE.
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Cct ober 28,1988
MVEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: Review of De Mnims Em ssions - Sanctions

FROM Ronal d Shaf er, Chief
Pol i cy and Gui dance Section
Stationary Source Conpliance Division

TO Ron Van Mer sbergen
Air and Radi ation Branch (5AR-26)
Regi on V

The purpose of this nenorandumis to comment on your draft reply to
the State of Illinois explaining SSCD's January 5, 1983 applicability
determ nation. The 1983 nenorandum addressed the question of whether
nonsi gnificant (de mnims) net em ssion increases that accunul ate over
time will trigger PSD reviews when the total net em ssions exceed
significance |evels.

The 1983 nenorandum stated that even though the preanble to the PSD
regul ati ons addressed the question of accunul ati on of em ssions, the PSD
regul ati ons thensel ves did not. SSCD deci ded that those changes which
occur over tine (within a contenporaneous tinme frane, that is, five years)
and whose em ssions when reviewed as distinct entities are not signifi-
cant, should not be conbined and would not trigger PSD review (PSD permt
i ssuance and i nposition of BACT controls) when significance |levels are
reached. This was a policy decision based on concerns about the
reasonabl eness of requiring permit- ting and inposition of controls for the
nost recent small increase in enmissions. These policy considerations apply
only to the permtting requirenents for PSD and NSR and do not apply to the
rul es governi ng sanctions (40 CFR 52.24).
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It is very inportant to note that the 1983 nenorandum affirned that
even though individual de minims increases do not accunulate to trigger a
PSD review, they do consune PSD increment and anbient air quality nust be
protected. Likew se, in nonattainment areas, de mnims net emn ssion
i ncreases nust be aggregated and considered in evaluating air quality
impacts so the NAAQS will be attained. Under the nonattainnment rules,
aggregated de mnims emssions will trigger sanctions when significance
| evel s are reached. Enissions are aggregated as follows: any em ssions
increase as a result of a physical change or change in the nethod of
operation nust be evaluated to see if the cumulative net enissions increase
over the past five years is significant.

We are now reconsidering the January 5, 1983 applicability
determination and intend to wite to you later about this. If you have any
comments or further questions, please call ne or Myra Cypser on ny staff
(382-2872).

cc: Judy Katz, CECM



Greg Foote, OGC
Denni s Crunpler, AQVWD
NSR contacts, Regions I-X
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