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THE TEXT YOU ARE VIEWNG | S A COVPUTER- GENERATED OR RETYPED VERSI ON OF A
PAPER PHOTOCOPY OF THE ORI G NAL. ALTHOUGH CONSI DERABLE EFFORT HAS BEEN
EXPENDED TO QUALI TY ASSURE THE CONVERSI ON, |IT MAY CONTAI N TYPOGRAPHI CAL
ERRORS. TO OBTAIN A LEGAL COPY OF THE ORI G NAL DOCUMENT, AS IT
CURRENTLY EXI STS, THE READER SHOULD CONTACT THE OFFI CE THAT ORI G NATED
THE CORRESPONDENCE OR PROVI DED THE RESPONSE.

DATE: March 20, 1978

SUBJECT: PSD Determ nation
Cabot Corporation - Fuel Conversion

FROM Di rector
Di vision of Stationary Source Enforcenent

TO Oscar Cabra, Jr., Chief
Techni cal Support Section, Air Programs Branch
Regi on VI

M chael Trutna of the Control Prograns Devel opnent Division has asked
us to respond to your meno of January 24, 1978, requesting a determ nation
as to whether the Cabot Corporation's proposed fuel conversion from natural
gas to process waste gas constitutes a "major nodification" as defined in
Section 52.21 (b) (2) of the proposed PSD regul ations (42 FR 57483, Novenber
3, 1977).

Under the proposed regul ations, a fuel conversion will not be
considered a "major nodification" if, prior to January 6, 1975, the source
was designed to accommpdate use of the alternative fuel. Therefore, Cabot
wi Il not be subject to preconstruction review on the basis of the fuel

conversion if it can be shown that prior to January 6, 1975, the dryers were
capabl e of burning the alternative fuel w thout requiring nodifications, or
the design for the pellet burners showed a clear indication of the intent to
burn process waste gas at sone future date.

Pl ease note that under the old PSD regul ati ons, a source naking
nodi fications to utilize an alternative fuel would not be subject to the PSD
review and that the Federal Register dated Decenber 5, 1977 nmekes certain
clarifications regarding applicability of the proposed/regulations to
sources covered under the Novenber 3, 1977 proposal but not under the
regul ations. (See 42 FR Section 62021, Decenber 8, 1977).
Such a source would be subject to the new preconstruction review
requirements if construction commences after March 1, 1978, unl ess -

1) t he source obtained, prior to March 1, 1978, all final
preconstruction pernmits required by the applicable SIP, and

2) t he source commenced construction prior to Decenber 1, 1978.

Si nce you have indicated that Cabot did not obtain the required State

permits prior to March 1, 1978, the fuel conversion will be subject to PSD
revi ew under the proposed regulations, if an increase of 100 tons or nore
per year in the potential em ssions of any regulated pollutant will result
unl ess -

-2-

1) t he design specifications for the burners indicated, prior to
January 6, 1975, the intent to nmake future nodifications to
accommodat e use of waste gas fuel, or

2) t he source was capable, prior to January 6, 1975, of burning waste
gas w thout meking any nodifications.

Shoul d you have any questions regarding this determ nation, please
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contact Rich Biondi (755-2564) of nmy staff.

Edward E. Reich
cc: Mchael Trutna
DSSE: LSCOPI NO. ncb 3/ 17/ 78: RmB202: EXTS2564
DATE: February 27, 1978
SUBJECT: Fuel Conversion Determ nation assistance

FROM M chael A. Trutna, NSR Focal Point
Control Program Devel opnent Di vi si on

TGO Rich Biondi, NSR Contact
Di vision of Stationary Source Enforcenent

Regi on VI has requested assistance in determning the applicability of
a source under the new PSD revi ew process. Cabot Corporation is proposing
to convert five pellet dryers to burn process waste gas. W feel the
applicability determ nation hinges upon the amount of increased eni ssions
(if any) and whether the piping changes to utilize the new fuel constitute a
nodi fication as defined in the new PSD regul ati ons.

I amenclosing the information sent to us by Region VI. Additional
informati on may be obtained directly from John Bunyak (FTS 729-2742) in
Regi on VI.

Encl osure

cc: O Cabra
D. Dunbar

DATE: January 24, 1978
SUBJECT: Fuel Conversion Determ nation

FROM Oscar Cabra, Jr., Chief
Techni cal Support Section, Air Programs Branch

TO M ke Trutna
Control Prograns Devel opnent Division (MD15)

We have attached two letters from Curt Beck of Cabot Corporation. Cabot is
proposing to convert five pellet dryers to burn process waste gas as a
substitute for natural gas fuel.

According to the Thursday, Novenber 3, 1977 Federal Register, the proposed
PSD regul ations provide that use of an alternate fuel (if prior to January
6, 1975 the source is designed to accommopdate such alternate fuel) will not
be considered a nodification and will therefore be exenpt from PSD revi ew.

As stated in the January 4, 1978 letter from Cabot, these pellet dryers were
in existence prior to January 1, 1975, and were capabl e of using process

waste gas as a fuel prior to that time. It also states that sone
nodi fication of the fuel burners and additional piping will be required.
Si nce these changes will occur, we question that the dryers were actually

capabl e of using waste gas prior to January 1, 1975.

We request a determination if this proposed fuel switch is considered a fuel
conversi on under 52.21 (b) 2 and therefore exenpt from PSD review or a
nodi fication of an existing source and thus subject to PSD review. W would
appreciate a response by February 3, 1978. |f you have any questions,

pl ease contact nme or John Bunyak of ny staff at FTS 729-2742.

Attachnments (2)

CABOT CORPCORATI ON PO Box 1101 Panpa, Texas 75065
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January 4, 1978

M. Gscar Cabra, Jr., Chief

Techni cal Support Section

Air Programs Branch

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Dal | as, Texas 75270

Re: Proposed Fuel Conversion:
Cabot Corporation

Ville Platte Pl ant,

Ville Platte, Louisiana

Dear M. Cabra:

This letter is in response to your |letter of Decenber 30, 1977, and ny
t el ephone conversation of January 3, 1978, with M. John Bunyak. This
supplies additional information to ny letter to you of Decenber 12, 1977,
requesting PSD review exenption for the subject fuel conversion.

Cabot Corporation wi shes to convert five pellet dryers at our Ville
Pl atte, Louisiana, furnace process carbon black plant to burn process waste
gas as a replacenent for natural gas. Excess process waste gas will be
burned in an existing flare.

These dryers and flare were in existence prior to January 1, - 1975,
and were capabl e of using process waste gas as a fuel prior to that tine.

The changes required will be piping the | ow Btu process waste gas to
the dryers, and sone nodification of the fuel burners. Burner nodification
is necessary in order to convert the dryers' fuel from 1000 Btu natural gas
to 50-55 Btu process waste gas.

We trust that this additional information will place this major
nodi fication in order for exenption from PSD revi ew.
M. Gscar Cabra, Jr. Page 2 January 4, 1978

Shoul d any additional information be required, please feel free to
contact nme at (806) 669-2596.

Si ncerely yours,

CABOT CORPORATI ON

Curt B. Beck, P.E.
Acting Corporate
Pol lution Control Officer
CBB/ pc
cc: M. John Bunyak - U S. Environnental Protection Agency
M. Janmes Coerver, Technical Secretary, Louisiana Air Control
Conmi ssi on

CABOT CORPCORATI ON PO Box 1101 Panpa, Texas 75065
Decenber 12, 1977

M. GCscar Cobra
Air Programs Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Dal | as, Texas 75270
Re: Proposed Fuel Conversion:
Cabot Corporation
Ville Platte Pl ant,
Ville Platte, Louisiana

Dear M. Cabra:
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Cabot Corporation proposes to convert five pellet dryers at our Ville
Pl atte, Louisiana, furnace process carbon black manufacturing plant to burn
process waste gas as a substitute for natural gas fuel. Excess process
waste gas will be burned in an existing flare.

The dryers and flare were in existence prior to January 6, 1977, and
wer e capabl e of using process waste gas as fuel prior to that tine.

We have applied to the Louisiana Air Control Conm ssion for an Approval
of Emissions fromthis facility gas (as a result of this fuel conversion).
We believe that the emissions fromthis installation will conply with all
Loui si ana and Federal ambient air quality and em ssion standards.

That portion of this conversion which results in increased em ssions,
wi Il begin upon approval by the Louisiana Air Control Conm ssion; operation
is expected to begin in Cctober, 1978.

We woul d therefore request that this fuel conversion be exenpted from
Prevention of Significant Deterioration revi ew

Very truly yours,
CABOT CORPORATI ON

Curt Beck
Acting Corporate
Pol lution Control Officer
CBB/ pc
cc: M. John Bunyak - U S. Environnmental Protection Agency
M . Janmes Coever, Technical Secretary, Louisiana Air Control Comm ssion



