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THE TEXT YOU ARE VIEWNG | S A COVPUTER- GENERATED OR RETYPED VERSI ON OF A
PAPER PHOTOCOPY OF THE ORI G NAL. ALTHOUGH CONSI DERABLE EFFORT HAS BEEN
EXPENDED TO QUALI TY ASSURE THE CONVERSI ON, |IT MAY CONTAI N TYPOGRAPHI CAL
ERRORS. TO OBTAIN A LEGAL COPY OF THE ORI G NAL DOCUMENT, AS IT
CURRENTLY EXI STS, THE READER SHOULD CONTACT THE OFFI CE THAT ORI G NATED
THE CORRESPONDENCE OR PROVI DED THE RESPONSE.

UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
WASHI NGTON, D.C. 20460
NOvV 3 1977
OFFI CE OF ENFORCEMENT
SUBJECT: O fset Credit; G M Plant, Shreveport, La.

FROM Director, Division of Stationary Source Enforcenent
TO Howard G Bergnman, Director Enforcenent Division
(6EAL)

This is in response to your meno dated October 26, 1977, concerning the
proposed G M assenbly plant to be l|located in Shreveport, La and the
acceptability of their proposed em ssion offsets. G M is considering for
of fsets two crude oil storage tanks which were equipped with floating roofs
in Decenber 1975.

Since the Louisiana SIP does not require the control of storage tanks

containing crude oil, the baseline, for emnmi ssion offset purposes, for the
two storage tanks is the actual em ssions fromthe storage tanks at the tine
the application was submitted (IV. C. 1.). Therefore, the previous control

of the crude oil storage tanks cannot provide for any em ssion of fsets.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Rich Biondi (755-
2564) of ny staff.

Edward E. Reich
cc: Mke Trutna

UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
DATE: Cctober 26, 1977
SUBJECT: Ofset Credit; G M Plant, Shreveport La.

FROM Howard G Bergman
Di rector,
Enf or cenent Divi sion (GAEL)

TO Ed Reich
Director, Division of
Stationary Source Enforcenent (EN- 340)

General Motors applied for a permit under the Louisiana SIP in the sunmer of
1977. G M proposes to build an assenbly plant in Shreveport. Ofsets for
hydrocarbons are required. State and |local officials need a decision on
whet her two certain sources may be used as offsets. It is clained that they
nmust be counted in order to achieve the total offsets required. Please

advi se as soon as possible. The follow ng facts exist.

FACT SI TUATI ON

1. Permit application filed sumrer 1977.
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2. Hydrocarbon of fsets are required

3. Sources considered for offsets include two crude oil storage tanks
(exi sting sources).

4. The two crude oil storage tanks were equi pped with floating roofs
in Decenmber, 1975, well before the G M application was fil ed.
The floating roofs were added "voluntarily", i.e. not as a result

of an SIP requirenent, nor to secure offsets for another source
("banki ng" of offsets not involved).

5. The Louisiana SIP prescribes floating roofs for volatile organic
conpound storage tanks as one alternative control. (See Section
A22.3 of Louisiana regulations, attached). However, certain
vol atil e organi c conpounds, including crude oil, are exenpted from
the regul ati ons because they are "virtually unreactive". (See
Section A22.2 and A22.10).

Question

If the floating roofs on these two crude oil storage tanks are nmade
enforceabl e requirenents of the Louisiana SIP, may the reduction of
em ssions attributable to the floating roofs be counted as offsets?

More specifically, can the Louisiana SIP be considered to contain an
emi ssion limtation for a source category which include crude oil

-2-

even though crude oil is exenpted fromthe requirenents placed on that
source category because of its lowreactivity? |If it does, then under the
provisions of part IV. C. of the Interpretative Ruling it seens that the

of fsets woul d be all owabl e since the baseline would be the SIP. I1f it does
not, then under IV. C. 1. the baseline would be actual em ssions at the tine
the permt request is filed and offsets woul d not be all owabl e.

A pronpt answer to this request for decision will be very nuch appreciated.

at nosphere determ ned at some point upwi nd of the source. This
concentration may be considered as the background | evel

4.75 Variance. A waiver issued by the Air Control Conm ssion upon the
application to allow em ssions greater than those all owabl e under
the Regul ations of this Act.

4.76 Vol atile Oganic Conpounds. Any conpound containing carbon and
hydrogen or containing carbon and hydrogen in conbination with any
ot her el enent which has a vapor pressure of 1.5 pounds per square
inch absolute (77.6 nm Hg) or greater under actual storage
condi ti ons.

4.77 Waste Classification. Those seven classifications of wastes as
enunerated in the |.I.A incinerator standards.

4.78 Weak Nitric Acid. Acid which is 30 to 70 percent in strength.
5.0 MEETING OF THE COW SSI ON

5.1 The Technical Secretary shall prepare a proposed agenda for each
neeting of this Conm ssion and shall submit said proposed agenda
to each nenber of the Conmission at |east 20 days prior to each
neet i ng.

5.2 Each nenber of the Conmission may subnmit matters to the Technica
Secretary for inclusion in an agenda prior to 15 days before any
neet i ng.

5.3 Said proposed agenda shall be nade final and affected parties
notified 10 days prior to any neeting
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6.0

5.

The Commission will not consider any matter which has not been
included in the agenda

No conpl aints concerning the existence of undesirable levels wll
be heard by this Conmission until they have been submtted to the
Technical Secretary in witing and his investigation has been
conpleted and his fornmal conplaint as called for by R'S. 40:2208
has been placed on an agenda for a neeting of this Conm ssion by
t he Technical Secretary.

DEVELOPMENT OF FACTS

Pursuant to the provisions of R S. 40:2204 (A)(3) concerning



