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SEPA ET« @

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

NSF International

ETYV Joint Verification Statement

TECHNOLOGY TYPE: POINT-OF-USE DRINKING WATER TREATMENT SYSTEM

APPLICATION: REMOVAL OF MICROBIAL CONTAMINATION AGENTS IN
DRINKING WATER

PRODUCT NAME: PALL/KINETICO PUREFECTA™

COMPANY: KINETICO INCORPORATED

ADDRESS: 10845 KINSMAN ROAD PHONE: 800-944-9283
NEWBURY, OH 44065 FAX: 440-564-9541

EMAIL: custserv@kinetico.com

NSF International (NSF) manages the Drinking Water Systems (DWS) Center under the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program. The
DWS Center recently evaluated the performance of the Pall/Kinetico Purefecta™ point-of-use (POU)
drinking water treatment system. NSF performed all of the testing activities, and also authored the
verification report and this verification statement. The verification report contains a comprehensive
description of the test.

EPA created the ETV Program to facilitate the deployment of innovative or improved environmental
technologies through performance verification and dissemination of information. The goal of the ETV
Program is to further environmental protection by accelerating the acceptance and use of improved and
more cost-effective technologies. ETV seeks to achieve this goal by providing high-quality, peer(]
reviewed data on technology performance to those involved in the design, distribution, permitting,
purchase, and use of environmental technologies.

ETV works in partnership with recognized standards and testing organizations, stakeholder groups
(consisting of buyers, vendor organizations, and permitters), and with the full participation of individual
technology developers. The program evaluates the performance of innovative technologies by developing
test plans that are responsive to the needs of stakeholders, conducting field or laboratory tests (as
appropriate), collecting and analyzing data, and preparing peer reviewed reports. All evaluations are
conducted in accordance with rigorous quality assurance protocols to ensure that data of known and
adequate quality are generated and that the results are defensible.
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ABSTRACT

The Pall/Kinetico Purefecta™ was tested for removal of bacteria and viruses at NSF’s Drinking Water
Treatment Systems Laboratory. Kinetico submitted ten units for testing, which were split into two groups
of five. One group received 25 days of conditioning prior to challenge testing, while the second group
was tested immediately. Both groups were identically challenged. The challenge organisms were the
viruses fr, MS2, and Phi X 174, and the bacteria Brevundimonas diminuta and Hydrogenophaga
pseudoflava. The test units were challenged at two different inlet pressures — 40 and 80 pounds per
square inch, gauge (psig). The virus challenges were conducted at three different pH settings (6, 7.5, and
9) to assess whether pH influences the performance of the test units. The bacteria challenges were only
conducted at pH 7.5.

The logj reduction data is shown in Tables 2 through 5. The unconditioned units reduced all three
viruses to less than detectible levels in every challenge, and the conditioned units reduced all three viruses
to less than detectible levels in every challenge but one. The bacteria effluent counts for the
unconditioned units were all less than 10 colony forming units (CFU)/100mL, but there were two
instances where the bacteria counts for the conditioned units were higher (83,000 CFU/100mL and 600
CFU/100 mL) for reasons unknown.

The test data does not show whether inlet pressure or pH influenced test unit performance.
TECHNOLOGY DESCRIPTION
The following technology description was provided by the manufacturer, and has not been verified.

The Purefecta™ is a five-stage POU drinking water treatment system. It uses carbon filtration and
reverse osmosis to remove chemical contaminants from drinking water, and a mechanical filtration
“biofilter” to remove microorganisms. It is sold with a faucet that is installed at the kitchen sink. The
“biofilter” is manufactured by the Pall Corporation and supplied to Kinetico, who manufactures the
system. The Purefecta™ is designed to produce approximately four gallons of reject water for every
gallon of treated water.

The test units were evaluated without the carbon filters or sediment filter in place to eliminate the
possibility that these filters could temporarily trap a portion of the challenge organisms, causing a positive
bias of system performance.

VERIFICATION TESTING DESCRIPTION
Test Site

The testing site was the Drinking Water Treatment Systems Laboratory at NSF in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
A description of the test apparatus can be found in the test/QA plan and verification report. The testing
was conducted in November and December of 2003.

Methods and Procedures

The testing methods and procedures are detailed in the Test/QA Plan for Verification Testing of the
Pall/Kinetico Purefecta”™ Point-of-Use Drinking Water Treatment System for Removal of Microbial
Contamination Agents. Ten Purefecta™ systems were tested for bacteria and virus removal performance
using the bacteriophage viruses fr, MS2, and Phi X 174, and the bacteria B. diminuta and H. pseudoflava.
The challenge organisms were chosen because they are smaller than most other viruses and bacteria, and
so provide a conservative estimate of performance.
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The test units were randomly split into two groups of five. One group was conditioned for 25 days prior
to challenge testing by operating the units daily using the test water without challenge organisms. The
second group was challenged without receiving the 25-day conditioning period. The test units were
challenged at both 40 and 80 psig inlet pressure. The test water for the bacteria challenges was set to pH
7.5 £ 0.5, and the virus challenges were conducted at pH 6.0 £ 0.5, 7.5 £ 0.5, and 9.0 £ 0.5. The
challenge schedule is shown in Table 1. The different challenge conditions were intended to evaluate
whether inlet pressure or pH influences bacteria and virus removal. However, the test water chemistry
gave it little buffering capacity, which made it difficult to keep the pH within 9.0 + 0.5 for the pH 9 virus
challenges. During the 80 psig challenge for the unconditioned units, and the 40 psig challenge for the
conditioned units, the initial pH was above 8.5, but it drifted down to 8.25 and 8.22, respectively, by the
end of the challenge periods.

Table 1. Challenge Schedule

Day Surrogate Challenge pH Inlet Pressure (psig)
1 H. pseudoflava 7.5+0.5 40+3
2 H. pseudoflava 7.5+0.5 80+3
3 B. diminuta 7.5+£0.5 40+3
4 B. diminuta 7.5+£0.5 80+3
5 All Viruses 6.0+0.5 40+ 3
6 All Viruses 6.0+0.5 80+3
7 All Viruses 7.5+0.5 40+ 3
8 All Viruses 75+0.5 80 +3
9 All Viruses 9.0+£0.5 40+3
10 All Viruses 9.0+£0.5 80 +3

On each challenge day, the test units were operated for one tank-fill period (approximately 2 to 3 hours).
The end of this period was evident through engagement of the system’s automatic shutoff mechanism,
which causes the flow of reject water to cease. Influent water samples were collected at the beginning
and end of the challenge period. After each test unit ceased operation, the entire contents of the product
water storage tank were emptied into a sterile container, and a subsample was collected for
microbiological analysis. All samples were enumerated in triplicate. Following each challenge period,
the test units were flushed by operating them for one tank-fill period using the test water without
challenge organisms.

VERIFICATION OF PERFORMANCE

Tables 2 and 3 show the virus reduction data for the unconditioned units and conditioned units,
respectively. The unconditioned units reduced all three viruses to less than detectible levels in every
challenge, while the conditioned units reduced all three viruses to less than detectible levels in every
challenge except one. For the pH 7.5, 40 psig challenge, all three viruses were detected in the treated
water from test unit number 1. However, the viruses were detected only in the first of three triplicate
counts, which indicates that perhaps one of the subsamples became contaminated during the sample
processing procedure.

Tables 4 and 5 show the bacteria reduction data for the unconditioned units and conditioned units,
respectively. The bacteria counts for the unconditioned units were all less than 10 CFU/100mL, but there
were two instances where the bacteria counts for the conditioned units were higher. The 3.15 logj
reduction for unit 1 corresponds to a B. diminuta count of 83,000 CFU/100mL, and the 4.0 log;, reduction
for unit 5 corresponds to an H. pseudoflava count of 600 CFU/100 ml. The reason(s) for the two higher
bacteria effluent counts are unknown.
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Table 2. Virus Log;y Reduction Data for Unconditioned Units

Logio .
Pressure  Challenge Influent Logio Reduction
pH (psig) Organisms Challenge Unit1 Unit2 Unit3 Unit4 Unit$5
fr 5.5
6.0 40 MS2 59 All efﬂuents non-dgtect
. Log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 5.5
fr 5.7
6.0 80 MS2 >3 Lo il(ilfcftfilcl)ltfg teS ﬁzlll;gifgtlents
Phi X 174 3.2 g q
fr 6.3
75 40 MS2 >.7 Lo iglfcft?gr?g tes Illlz?;git:f;;ents
Phi X 174 5.8 g 4
fr 5.7
7.3 80 MS2 3.6 Lo ?el(ilfcftfi](l)ltzl tes iz?;gifgtlents
Phi X 174 5.9 g d
fr 5.6
2.0 40 MS2 35 Lo il(illecf;?gg;l teS I;Z?;geitlfgtlents
Phi X 174 5.5 g q
fr 5.6
9.0 30 MS?2 51 All effluents non-detect
’ . ' Log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 5.8

Table 3. Virus Log;, Reduction Data for Conditioned Units

Logio i
Pressure Challenge Influent Logio Reduction
pH (psig) Organisms Challenge Unitl Unit2 Unit3 Unit4 Unit5
6.0 40 fr 52 All effluents non-detect,
MS2 5.2 : i
. log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 3.3
6.0 80 fr 5.2 All effluents non-detect,
MS2 4.9 log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 2.6 £ 1
7.5 40 fr 45 %2 Effluents from Units 2-5 non-detect,
MS2 4.8 4.5 log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 2.6 2.3 & d
75 80 fr 5.2 All effluents non-detect,
MS2 5.0 log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 3.0 £ a
9.0 40 fr 5.7 All effluents non-detect,
MS2 4.9 log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 3.0 g 1
9.0 80 fr 4.9 All effluents non-detect,
MS2 4.6 log reductions equal to influents
Phi X 174 3.3 £ k

Table 4. Bacteria Log Reduction Data for Unconditioned Units
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Logo .
Pressure Challenge Influent Logio Reduction
pH (psig) Organisms Challenge Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5
7.5 40 H. pseudoflava 6.5 6.5 5.9 6.5 6.5 6.5
B. diminuta 8.4 7.9 7.9 7.9 8.4 8.4
7.5 80 H. pseudoflava 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.5 6.8 6.8
B. diminuta 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.2
NSF 04/13/EPADWCTR The accompanying notice is an integral part of this verification statement. June 2004
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Table 5. Bacteria Log Reduction Data for Conditioned Units

Logo .
Pressure Challenge Influent Logio Reduction
pH (psig) Organisms Challenge Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5
7.5 40 H. pseudoflava 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.4
B. diminuta 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1 8.1
7.5 80 H. pseudoflava 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 4.0
B. diminuta 8.1 3.2 3.1 8.1 8.1 8.1

Complete descriptions of the verification testing results are included in the verification report.
QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL (QA/QC)

NSF personnel conducted a technical systems audit during testing to ensure that the testing was in
compliance with the test plan. NSF also conducted a data quality audit of 100% of the data. Please see
the verification report referenced below for more QA/QC information.

Original signed by Original signed by

E. Timothy Oppelt 07/22/04 Gordon Bellen 07/27/04
E. Timoty Oppelt Date Gordon Bellen Date
Director Vice President

National Homeland Security Research Center Research

United States Environmental Protection NSF International

Agency

NOTICE: Verifications are based on an evaluation of technology performance under specific,
predetermined criteria and the appropriate quality assurance procedures. EPA and NSF make no expressed
or implied warranties as to the performance of the technology and do not certify that a technology will
always operate as verified. The end-user is solely responsible for complying with any and all applicable
federal, state, and local requirements. Mention of corporate names, trade names, or commercial products
does not constitute endorsement or recommendation for use of specific products. This report is not an NSF
Certification of the specific product mentioned herein.

Availability of Supporting Documents

Copies of the test protocol, the verification statement, and the verification report (NSF report # NSF
04/13/EPADWCTR) are available from the following sources:

(NOTE: Not all of the appendices are included in the verification report. The appendices are available
from NSF upon request.)

1. ETV Drinking Water Systems Center Manager (order hard copy)
NSF International
P.O. Box 130140
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48113-0140

2. NSF web site: http://www.nsf.org/etv/dws/dws_reports.html, and from
http://www.nsf.org/etv/dws/dws_project documents.html (electronic copy)
EPA web site: http://www.epa.gov/etv (electronic copy)
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Notice

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through its Office of Research and
Development has financially supported and collaborated with NSF International (NSF) under
Cooperative Agreement No. R-82833301. This verification effort was supported by the Drinking
Water Systems (DWS) Center, operating under the Environmental Technology Verification
(ETV) Program. This document has been peer-reviewed, reviewed by NSF and EPA, and
recommended for public release.
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Foreword

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is charged by Congress with
protecting the Nation’s land, air, and water resources. Under a mandate of national
environmental laws, the Agency strives to formulate and implement actions leading to a
compatible balance between human activities and the ability of natural systems to support and
nurture life. To meet this mandate, EPA’s research program is providing data and technical
support for solving environmental problems today and building a science knowledge base
necessary to manage our ecological resources wisely, understand how pollutants affect our
health, and prevent or reduce environmental risks in the future.

The National Risk Management Research Laboratory (NRMRL) is the Agency’s center
for investigation of technological and management approaches for preventing and reducing risks
from pollution that threaten human health and the environment. The focus of the Laboratory’s
research program is on methods and their cost-effectiveness for prevention and control of
pollution to air, land, water, and subsurface resources; protection of water quality in public water
systems; remediation of contaminated sites, sediments and ground water; prevention and control
of indoor air pollution; and restoration of ecosystems. NRMRL collaborates with both public
and private sector partners to foster technologies that reduce the cost of compliance and to
anticipate emerging problems. NRMRL’s research provides solutions to environmental problems
by: developing and promoting technologies that protect and improve the environment; advancing
scientific and engineering information to support regulatory and policy decisions; and providing
the technical support and information transfer to ensure implementation of environmental
regulations and strategies at the national, state, and community levels.

This publication has been produced as part of the Laboratory’s strategic long-term

research plan. It is published and made available by EPA’s Office of Research and Development
to assist the user community and to link researchers with their clients.

i1
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Chapter 1
Introduction

1.1 Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Program Purpose and Operation

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has created the ETV Program to facilitate the
deployment of innovative or improved environmental technologies through performance
verification and dissemination of information. The goal of the ETV Program is to further
environmental protection by accelerating the acceptance and use of improved and more cost/’
effective technologies. ETV seeks to achieve this goal by providing high-quality, peer-reviewed
data on technology performance to those involved in the design, distribution, permitting,
purchase, and use of environmental technologies.

ETV works in partnership with recognized standards and testing organizations; with stakeholder
groups consisting of buyers, vendor organizations, and permitters; and with the full participation
of individual technology developers. The program evaluates the performance of innovative
technologies by developing test plans that are responsive to the needs of stakeholders, by
conducting field or laboratory testing, collecting and analyzing data, and by preparing peer!
reviewed reports. All evaluations are conducted in accordance with rigorous quality assurance
protocols to ensure that data of known and adequate quality are generated and that the results are
defensible.

The EPA has partnered with NSF International (NSF) under the ETV Drinking Water Systems
(DWS) Center to verify performance of drinking water treatment systems that benefit the public
and small communities. It is important to note that verification of the equipment does not mean
the equipment is “certified” by NSF or “accepted” by EPA. Rather, it recognizes that the
performance of the equipment has been determined and verified by these organizations under
conditions specified in ETV protocols and test plans.

1.2 Development of Test/Quality Assurance (QA) Plan

As part of the national Homeland Security effort, NSF has developed a test/QA plan under the
EPA ETV Program for evaluating point-of-use (POU) reverse osmosis (RO) drinking water
treatment systems for removal of biological contamination agents. This test/QA plan uses
surrogate bacteria and viruses in place of testing with the actual agents of concern. The test
organisms serve as surrogates not only for bacteria and viruses, but also protozoa, such as
Cryptosporidium oocysts. Please note that this test plan does not cover chemical agents derived
from microorganisms, such as ricin or botulism toxin.

To assist in this endeavor, NSF assembled an expert technical panel, which recommended the
experimental design and surrogate choices prior to the initiation of testing. Panel members
included experts from the EPA, United States Army, and United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Division of Parasitic Diseases, as well as a water utility microbiologist,
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a university professor, and an independent consultant in the POU drinking water treatment
systems industry.

By participating in this ETV, vendors obtain EPA and NSF verified third—party test data
indicating potential user protection against intentional biological contamination of potable water.
POU RO systems are not typically marketed as water purifiers that remove bacteria and viruses
from drinking water, but they may still remove significant numbers of the microorganisms, thus
offering the user a significant level of protection. The verifications serve to notify the public of
the possible level of protection against biological contamination agents afforded to them by the
use of verified systems.

The test/QA plan called for testing ten Purefecta™ units with a standard test water set to pH 6,
7.5, and 9, containing bacterial or viral surrogates. The systems were also challenged at both 40
and 80 pounds per square inch gauge (psig). The test units were subjected to challenge scenarios
that were unique combinations of the challenge organisms, pH, and inlet water pressure. Five
units were challenged immediately after completion of the manufacturer’s installation and
conditioning instructions, while the other five underwent a 25-day conditioning period prior to
being challenged with the surrogates.

1.2.1 Bacteria and Virus Surrogates

The expert technical panel recommended that NSF and the EPA use the bacteria Brevundimonas
diminuta (American Type Culture Collection (ATCC) strain 19146, formerly Pseudomonas
diminuta), and Hydrogenophaga pseudoflava (ATCC strain 33668) as surrogates for bacterial
agents. These surrogates were chosen based on their small sizes, as the smallest identified
bacterium of concern can be as small as 0.2 um in diameter. H. pseudoflava has a minimum
diameter of 0.1 to 0.2 um, while B. diminuta has a minimum diameter of 0.2 to 0.3 um (please
note that these minimum diameters were not obtained during this study. See section 5.4.2 for
discussion). B. diminuta is the accepted bacteria of choice for testing filters and membranes
designed to remove bacteria. It is used in the American Society of Testing Materials (ASTM)
“Standard Test Method for Retention Characteristics of 0.2-um Membrane Filters Used in
Routine Filtration Procedures for the Evaluation of Microbiological Water Quality” (2001).

The virus surrogates were the bacteriophages MS2, Phi X 174, and fr. The ATCC designation
and host E. coli strain for each virus is given Table 1-1.

Table 1-1. Virus and Host ATCC Designations

Virus ATCC Designation Host Bacteria ATCC Strain
MS2 ATCC 15597-B1 E. coli ATCC 15597
Phi X 174 ATCC 13706-B1 E. coli ATCC 13706
fr ATCC 15767-B1 E. coli ATCC 19853
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The expert technical panel recommended these viruses based on their small sizes and isoelectric
points. The isoelectric point is the pH at which the virus surface is neutrally charged. MS2 is 24
nm in diameter with an isoelectric point at pH 3.9, Phi X 174 is 27 nm in diameter with an
isoelectric point at pH 6.6, and fr is 19 nm in diameter with an isoelectric point at pH 8.9. With
varying isoelectric points, the viruses have different surface charges, or different strengths of
negative or positive charge, depending on the pH. In solutions above the isoelectric point, the
virus is negatively charged. Below the isoelectric point, the virus is positively charged. Using
different pH settings for the virus challenges allowed an evaluation of whether electrostatic
forces enhance virus retention in mechanical filtration scenarios. The pH 6 and 9 settings were
chosen because they are just beyond the upper and lower boundaries for allowable pH in the
EPA National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations. The pH 7.5 setting was chosen because it
is the midpoint between the boundaries.

The bacteria reduction challenges were performed only at pH 7.5, because the expert panel
believed that bacteria cell size and mass are too large for electrostatic interactions to play a
significant role.

1.2.2 Inlet Pressure

The bacteria and virus challenge tests were performed at dynamic inlet pressures of both 40 and
80 psig to evaluate whether inlet pressure affects microorganism rejection by RO membranes.
Forty psig is a worse case scenario for ionic rejection mechanisms, while 80 psig represents a
poorer mechanical filtration scenario. In a traditional mechanical filtration scenario, the higher
pressure could push suspended particles further into, and perhaps all the way through, the
filtration media, and it could also distort seals to the point that they leak. However, this may or
may not be the case with RO membranes, since they operate by a different principle.

1.2.3 Long-Term Conditioning

The expert technical panel was presented with anecdotal evidence that RO membrane
performance could be erratic for approximately the first month of operation, so they
recommended that NSF split the test units into two groups, one group to be tested immediately
after installation and completion of the manufacturer’s conditioning instructions (hereafter
referred to as “unconditioned units™), and a second group to be tested after a 25 working day
conditioning period (hereafter referred to as “conditioned units”).

1.3 Testing Participants and Responsibilities

The ETV testing of the Pall/Kinetico Purefecta™ was a cooperative effort between the following
participants:

NSF
Kinetico, Inc.
EPA
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The following is a brief description of each of the ETV participants and their roles and
responsibilities.

1.3.1 NSF International

NSF is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to public health and safety, and to protection of the
environment. Founded in 1946 and located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, NSF has been instrumental
in the development of consensus standards for the protection of public health and the
environment. The EPA partnered with NSF to verify the performance of drinking water
treatment systems through the EPA’s ETV Program.

NSF performed all verification testing activities at its Ann Arbor location. NSF prepared the
test/QA plan, performed all testing, managed, evaluated, interpreted, and reported on the data
generated by the testing, and reported on the performance of the technology.

Contact Information:

NSF International

789 N. Dixboro Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Phone: 734-769-8010

Fax: 734-769-0109

Contact: Bruce Bartley, Project Manager
Email: bartley@nsf.org

1.3.2 Kinetico Incorporated

The verified system is manufactured by Kinetico Incorporated, a manufacturer of water
treatment products for home and business.

The manufacturer was responsible for supplying the RO systems in accordance with the
equipment selection criteria given in section 3.1.1, and for providing logistical and technical
support as needed.

Contact Information:

Kinetico Incorporated

10845 Kinsman Road
Newbury, OH 44065

Phone: 1-800-944-9283
Contact Person: Mr. Rod Yoder
Email: ryoder@kinetico.com

1.3.3 Pall Corporation

The Pall Corporation is a manufacturer of products for fluid filtration, separation, and
purification. Pall manufactures and supplies to Kinetico the bacteria and virus removal filter
component for the Purefecta™.


mailto:bartley@nsf.org
mailto:ryoder@kinetico.com

1.3.4 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

The EPA, through its Office of Research and Development, has financially supported and
collaborated with NSF under Cooperative Agreement No. R-82833301. This verification effort
was supported by the DWS Center operating under the ETV Program. This document has been
peer-reviewed, reviewed by the EPA, and recommended for public release.
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Chapter 2
Equipment Description

2.1 RO Membrane Operation

Membrane technologies are among the most versatile water treatment processes with regard to
their ability to effectively remove the widest variety of contaminants at the lowest costs. Reverse
osmosis membranes operate by the principal of cross-flow filtration. In this process, the influent
water flows over and parallel to the filter medium and exits the system as reject water. Under
pressure, a portion of the water diffuses through the membrane becoming ‘“permeate”.
Membrane pore sizes are small enough to reject bacteria and viruses, but they may still pass
through imperfections in the membrane, or go around the membrane due to microscopic seal
leaks. The Purefecta™ also uses a “biofilter” to remove bacteria and viruses.

2.2 Equipment Capabilities

The Purefecta™ is certified by NSF International to NSF/ANSI Standard 58 — Reverse Osmosis
Drinking Water Treatment Systems. The system has a certified production rate of 19.8 gallons
per day, and an efficiency rating of 25.9%. Efficiency rating as defined by NSF/ANSI Standard
58 is “a percentage measure of the amount of influent water that is delivered as permeate under a
closed permeate discharge set of actual use conditions.” These measurements are based on
system operation at 50 psig inlet pressure, a water temperature of 77 °F, and a total dissolved
solids (TDS) level of 750 mg/L. The amount and quality of treated water produced varies
depending on the inlet pressure, water temperature, and level of TDS. These measurements were
not subject to verification during this study.

23 System Components

The Purefecta™ is a five-stage treatment system. A cutaway diagram of the treatment
components is shown in Figure 2-1, and a photograph of the full system is shown in Figure 2-2.
The inlet water first passes through a carbon or sediment filter, and then through the reverse
osmosis membrane element. The permeate water travels through the first stage of the Pall
biofilter for virus removal. The water is then sent to a 3-gallon maximum capacity storage tank.
Upon leaving the storage tank, the water passes through a carbon filter, and lastly through the
bacteria removal portion of the Pall biofilter. Please note that this description, and the system
operation description in section 2.4 are given for informational purposes only. This information
was not subject to verification.

24 System Operation

When the flow of water into the system is started, treated water will be continually produced
until the storage tank is nearly full. At that time, the water pressure in the tank causes an
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automatic shut-off device to activate, stopping the flow of water through the system. After
approximately two-thirds of the water is dispensed from the storage tank, the shut-off device

Figure 2-1. Cutaway Schematic Diagram of Purefecta™ Treatment Elements

Five Stages of Filtration
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Legionella pneumophilz

Independent Faucet
ET {11]
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deactivates, allowing water to again flow into the system until the storage tank is nearly full.
The operational storage tank capacity will vary slightly from unit to unit, and is also affected by
the inlet water pressure, but is approximately two gallons under normal use conditions.

The Purefecta™ contains a meter that measures the volume of treated water produced. This
meter is designed to shut down the system after approximately 500 gallons are produced. The
meter is reset when the user replaces the post-membrane carbon filter.

2.5 Rate of Waste Production

The Purefecta™ produces approximately three gallons of reject water for each gallon of product
water produced, as defined by the efficiency rating parameter in NSF/ANSI Standard 58.



Figure 2-2. Photograph of the Purefecta™

2.6  Equipment Operation Limitations
Kinetico gives the following limitations for the drinking water to be treated by the system:

temperature of 35 — 100 °F;

pressure of 40 — 100 psi;

pHof3-11;

maximum TDS level of 3000 mg/L;
hardness less than 10 grains per gallon; and
iron less than 0.1 mg/L.

2.7 Operation and Maintenance Requirements

Kinetico recommends that all maintenance be done by qualified Kinetico professionals. The
following are the operation and maintenance requirements:

e Replacement of carbon filters and the biofilter annually, or when the meter described in
section 2.4 stops the production of treated water;

e Sanitization of the system when the carbon filters and biofilter are replaced; and

e Measurement of the TDS level of the product water when the other filters are changed.

RO membrane replacement is recommended when the TDS reduction performance falls
below 90%.
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Chapter 3
Methods and Procedures

3.1 Test Equipment
3.1.1 Equipment Selection

Equipment selection criteria were developed to ensure that the test units were representative of
product variability. The test/QA plan called for Kinetico to supply ten units from three different
production runs. However, the product is new, and so at the time of testing was not being
produced in large enough numbers to have three different production runs from which to choose
test units. The test/QA plan also called for the RO membranes and Pall biofilters to be from
across Kinetico’s allowable QA/QC performance range. Six membranes were to be from the
middle of the QA/QC range, two from the low end, and two from the high end. Kinetico did
supply test units with RO membranes from three different lots, but they did not have a large
enough selection to provide the membranes from the middle, low end, and high end of the
QA/QC range. They supplied five membranes from lot one, two membranes from the second lot,
and three membranes from the third lot. As reported in Kinetico’s RO membrane QA/QC
performance data, the membranes in the test units had TDS percent reductions ranging from 92
to 95. The product water conductivity readings ranged from 26 to 48 umhos/cm.

The QA/QC data for the Pall biofilters only denoted “pass™ or “fail”, and did not give any other
information that could have been used to order them across a performance range. The virus filter
portions of the biofilters were from two different lots. The virus filters in units one and ten were
from lot one, and the rest of the virus filters were from lot two. All of the bacteria filters were
from one lot.

The test units were split into two groups of five as discussed in section 1.2.3, such that the first
group was comprised of three membranes from lot one, and one membrane from each of lots two
and three, while the second group had two membranes from lot one, one membrane from lot two,
and two membranes from lot three.

3.1.2 Test Unit Configuration

The Purefecta™ was tested with only the RO membrane and biofilter in place. The carbon and
sediment filters do not have pore sizes small enough to remove bacteria or viruses, but could
temporarily retain significant numbers of the organisms through electrostatic interactions, giving
a positive bias to the performance data. Empty filter cartridges were used in place of the carbon
filters. Otherwise the systems were operated as sold to the consumer.

3.2 Verification Test Procedure
3.2.1 TestRig

Each group of five test units was plumbed to a single test station. The test station used a 500
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gallon polyethylene tank to hold the influent challenge water. See Figure 3-1 for a schematic
diagram of the test rig. Please note that the units of each group of five were attached to the rig,
such that all were plumbed to the same influent feed line. Figure 3-2 shows one group of the test
units installed on the test rig.

Figure 3-1. Schematic Diagram of Test Rig
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3.2.2 Test Rig Sanitization

The test apparatus was sanitized with a sanitization agent prior to the beginning of each test to
keep the heterotrophic bacteria population to a minimum. After sanitization, the test apparatus
was flushed until a less-than-detectable concentration of sanitizing agent was present.

3.2.3 Test Water
3.2.3.1 Base Water

Ann Arbor, Michigan municipal drinking water was deionized to make the base water for the
tests. The base water had the following constraints:

e Conductivity <2 uS/cm at 25 °C;
e TOC <100 pg/L; and
e Heterotrophic bacteria plate count < 100 colony forming units (CFU)/mL.

10
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The base water was then adjusted to meet the following characteristics:

Total chlorine < 0.05 mg/L;

e Addition of sodium bicarbonate to achieve an alkalinity (expressed as calcium carbonate)
of 100 £ 5 mg/L prior to pH adjustment;

e pH adjustment with hydrochloric acid or sodium hydroxide to reach a value of 6.0 + 0.5,
7.5 0.5, or 9.0 = 0.5 as required by challenge protocol*; and

e Temperature of 20 + 2.5 °C.

*Note that the lab technicians experienced difficulty maintaining the pH below 6.5 and above 8.5. See Section 5.8.3
for more discussion.

The test water was made daily in 200-gallon volumes. In addition to the above characteristics,
total hardness, TDS, and turbidity were measured daily.

Figure 3-2. Test Units Installed on Test Rig

11
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3.2.3.2 Bacteria and Virus Challenges

The viruses were purchased from Biological Consulting Services of North Florida, and the
bacteria from ATCC. The viruses were purchased in adequate volumes so that the suspensions
received were added directly to the test water. The bacteria were cultivated at NSF to obtain the
challenge suspensions. Section 3.3.2.3 describes the method used to create the bacteria
challenges.

Appropriate volumes of the suspensions were used to achieve influent challenge concentrat